























you fail together. | know who
double-checks their seals, who
skips a step under pressure.
And they know if I say the
route’s clear — it is.

IG: Has the job changed how
you see conflict?

Voss: Yeah. When you're
outside the Navy, it's easy
to see battles. Inside, you
see bottlenecks. If the med
supplies don’t get through, if

the evac pad’s not cleared,
someone dies. Wars aren’t just
won by trigger pulls — they’re
won by who can keep the
lights on under fire

IG: What' s the hardest part of
your job?

Voss: Triage. Not of people —
of priorities. Sometimes you've
got ten urgent things and time
for five. You have to decide
what gets left behind. And
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then live with that call.
IG: Do you ever let yourself rest?

Voss: When the Jarrow’s quiet
and my shift's done, | find a
spot near the loading arm.
Sit on the floor, drink from
my flask, watch the stars. No
music, no comms. Just motion
and silence. That’s my reset.

IG: Ever think about going back?

Voss: To Nyx? Sometimes. But
I'm not done yet. Maybe one
day I'll go home and build
something with what [I've
learned. But not until I'm sure
no one else from Levski has to
bury a friend like I did.

IG: One last question — for
someone who feels lost,
powerless..?

Voss: Don't wait for someone
else to fix it. Pick a place. Take
a stand. The rest follows.
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“In the belly of the ship, you earn attention with results.”

We met him near the end of
the day — the foot traffic had
slowed, but he stayed behind,
lingering by a cross-section
model of a Javelin’s midship
power routing. Hands behind
his back. Eyes scanning weld
seam s.“Old habit s,” he said. And
even in retirement,Dagan Merei
moves like a man still listenin g
toeng inesinhis sleep.

Im perial Geog raph ic: You served
aboard a Javelin-class de stroyer.
What was that like?

Merei: Like living inside a
thunderstorm you've learned
to trust. Everything hums,
pulses, breathes in metal.
We had 28 engineers — | ran
a third of them. You don't
command in a destroyer. You
synchronize.

IG: You're originally from Odin
City,Magnus Il. A long way from
Orison .

Merei: Very far. Odin taught
me grit — rust, heat, torque
wrenches, and gravity that
never quite felt stable. |
watched hulls being forged
and told myself I'd fly in one.
Didn’t imagine I'd fix them
under fire — but here we are.

IG: Why enlist?

Merei: My family fixed ships. |
wanted to push further. Not
just repair, but understand
systems no civvie wrench ever
touches. The Navy gave me
that. And gave me engineers
to train. Some still ping me
when they hit a bad seal.

IG: What separates a civilian fix
from a Navy one?

Merei: Time and stakes. In a
port hangar, you can think
twice. In a combat burn, you
get one shot. You learn to trust
your instincts, your team, and
the last person who touched
that line before you. That’s the

Interview with Chief Engineer (ret.) Dagan “Torque” Merei

Former Engineering Officer, UEES Trenchlight, Javelin class

chain of trust. You break it,
people don’t come home.

IG: What was the Trenchlight
like as a workplace?

Merei: Tight. Loud. Smelled like
ozone and coolant. But she
had a rhythm — one you either
learned to hear or fought
against. Below decks, there’s
no rank that matters more
than reliability. If you knew
your panel and stayed sharp
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under pressure, you earned
your spot.

IG: Any crew you stayed close
with?

Merei: Plenty. One of my
juniors, Kasra, could spot
a miscalibrated capacitor
with just a hum shift. Saved
us more than once. Another,
Deetz, had a way of patching
high-pressure seals so clean
we used to call him “the
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ORISON: A CITY
IN THE CLOUDS

The Home to Crusader Industries, it is not just a
name but the embodiment of a sheer workforce,
a reminder that even in the wide expanse of
space, wonders still rise on the strength of those
who choose to dream higher.
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